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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

Use black ink or black ball-point pen. Do not use pencil or gel pen. Do not use correction fluid.
Write your name, centre number and candidate number in the spaces at the top of this page.
Answer all questions on the examination paper.
Write your answers in the spaces provided in this booklet. If you run out of space, use the additional 
pages at the back of the booklet, taking care to number the question(s) correctly.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

The number of marks is given in brackets at the end of each question.
Question 5 will assess your ability to construct a balanced, reasoned and well substantiated extended 
response.
In addition your answer to question 5 will assess your ability to spell, punctuate and use grammar 
accurately and use a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate.
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Answer all questions.

QUESTION 1

Study the source below and then answer the question which follows.

Source A

News reached the Crusaders at Damascus that the Muslims were about to attack them and 
wipe them out. They felt that their defeat was certain. They consulted among themselves and 
decided that the only escape from the trap that loomed ahead of them was to run away. At 
dawn they retreated in miserable confusion and disorder.

[Ibn al-Qalanisi, an eyewitness to the siege of Damascus, July 1148]

Use Source A and your own knowledge to describe the failure of the Second Crusade. [5]
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QUESTION 2

Study the source below and then answer the question which follows.

Source B

I believe that all Christian people should obey me, the representative of God. My power has 
been granted by God. Therefore through God’s power and authority, I withdraw the right of 
Henry IV to rule over the whole kingdom of Germany and Italy. All Christians are released 
from the oath which they have made to him. I forbid anyone to serve him as king. 

[An extract from the Banning and Dethronement of Henry IV, 
a papal instruction issued by Pope Gregory VII, 1076]

What was the purpose of Source B? [8]

[Use details from Source B and your own knowledge and understanding of the historical context to 
answer the question.]
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QUESTION 3

Study the interpretations below and then answer the question which follows.

Interpretation 1

The Crusaders took on an arduous journey in terrible conditions for spiritual reward. This 
was a holy mission, so participants could receive forgiveness of sins allowing for direct entry 
to heaven or reduced time in purgatory. It was nearly as spiritually noble as entering the 
monastery.

[From an article entitled 100 Most Important Events in Church History, 
published on the website Christianitytoday.com]

Interpretation 2

[Muhammad al-Makhzoumy, a professor of history, in an interview for the programme 
The Crusades: An Arab perspective, shown on Aljazeera television (2016)]

Do the interpretations support the view that religious factors led to the birth of the Crusading 
movement? [10]

[In your answer you should refer to how and why the interpretations may differ. Use your own 
knowledge and understanding of the wider historical debate over this issue to reach a well-supported 
judgement.]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Crusaders were not guided by any religious commands or principles. The Crusaders 
came under the pretence of freeing the Holy Sepulchre from infidels and non-believers. 
Some went to defend their reputation, while others sought to acquire new land and build an 
empire.
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QUESTION 4

Study the sources below and then answer the question which follows.

Source C

When the battle is at hand, they arm themselves inwardly with faith and outwardly with steel 
rather than with decorations of gold. Their business is to strike fear in the enemy rather than 
to incite jealousy. No matter how outnumbered, they are never afraid of the enemy. Nor do 
they overestimate their own strength, but trust in the Lord to give them victory.

[An extract from In praise of the New Knighthood, written about the Knights Templar Order 
by the Cistercian abbot Bernard of Clairvaux (c.1130)]

Source D

[An anonymous account of the treatment of the sick in the Hospital of St. John, Jerusalem, 
written in the 1120s]

Which of the sources is more useful to an historian studying the Crusading Orders? [11]

[You should refer to both sources in your answer and use your knowledge and understanding of the 
historical context.]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The master of the Hospital ordered that every day each patient should have half a soft loaf 
and some wine. The doctors should closely observe the sick, noting what illness they have, 
inspect their urine and give syrups and other medicines. Brothers should keep watch at night 
so that nothing should happen to our sick lords.
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QUESTION 5

Read the interpretation provided below and answer the question which follows.

‘The religious fervour of the First Crusaders was the main reason the Crusade was a 
success.’

[An extract from The Crusades, an article published on the Catholic website 
newadvent.org (2012)]

To what extent do you agree with this interpretation? [16]

[In your answer you should refer to how and why interpretations of this issue differ. Use your own 
knowledge and understanding of the wider historical debate over this issue to reach a well-supported 
judgement.]

Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar and specialist terms are allocated
to this question. [3]
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Write the question number(s) in the left-hand margin.
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